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Objectives:
Road safety is a major societal issue. Each year around 30,000 people die on the roads of the European
Union, i.e. the equivalent of a medium town. Additionally, for every death on Europe's roads there are
an estimated 4 permanently disabling injuries such as damage to the brain or spinal cord, 8 serious
injuries and 50 minor injuries. Many of the casualties or injured could have been avoided by saving time
during the immobilisation and extrication of the victims from the vehicle. In this field of expertise,
emergency services speak of the Golden Hour, the estimated maximum time for getting road-accident
victims to hospital. After this time, the most seriously injured have very little chance of survival.
Additionally, there are experts who estimate that 15% of spinal cord and similar injuries in road
accidents are provoked by incorrect immobilisation and extrication of victims. e-Rescue system, like eCall, has been developed to solve this problem. It is a patented system to be incorporated in the seats
of any vehicle which, in case of an accident, prevents unnecessary movement of the patient and it
saves precious time for the immobilisation and extrication of the victims. Additionally, the system can
be implemented in a cost-effective manner and become a competitive advantage for the EU automotive
industry.
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