
The Government wants to encourage long-term sustainable 
transport solutions. More and safer cycling can reduce 
congestion and the environmental impact of travel in built-
up areas, and contribute to improved public health.
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This national cycling strategy is 
the first of its kind. It is an ex-
pression of the Government’s 
ambitions in the area of cycling, 
focusing on helping relevant sta-
keholders to take their responsi-
bility. The strategy is a platform 
for future endeavours and will 
be followed up and further de-
veloped. Future endeavours are 
dependent on stakeholders’ wil-
lingness and ability to play their 
part.  

Five fields of action
Highlighting the role of 
cycling inurban planning  
Cycling has become more im-
portant in urbanplanning, but 
it can be given an even higher 
priority. It should be possible to 
shift journeys from cars to bi-
cycles, particularly in and near 
built-up areas. How we plan our 
cities and built-up areas has a 
major impact on movement pat-
terns and choice of transport 

mode. Our transport system 
needs to be developed in tan-
dem with other public services 
to create conditions that optimi-
se journey and transport accessi-
bility and efficiency, and include 
cycling as an important alterna-
tive. The Government encoura-
ges bicycle-friendly municipa-
lities and wants to help spread 
examples of good practice from 

municipalities that have suc-
cessfully promoted and included 
cycling in their urban planning. 
The Government promotes sus-
tainable transport in cities by 
co-financing infrastructure for 
public transport and/or cycling, 
while cities should undertake 
additional measures that lead 
to sustainable transport and/or 
sustainable housing.



development. The Governme-
nt is positive towards producing, 
updating and disseminating in-
formation about the connection 
between transport measures and 
their effects. The Government 
intends to improve the condi-
tions for monitoring bicycle use. 
The Government also intends 
to take a closer look at needs in 
the field of bicycle research, in-
cluding how this research can be 
better coordinated.

Implementation and  
follow-up 
The Government believes it is 
important to follow up both de-
velopments in cycling and the 
work to encourage more and 
safer cycling. The Governme-
nt plans to implement measu-
res that support the focus of this 
strategy, and will monitor future 
endeavours. 
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Greater focus on various  
types of cyclists

More information and greater 
focus is needed on both  
existing and potential types of 
cyclists, as is knowledge about 
the effects of various measu-
res on cycling. Future endea-
vours should strengthen positi-
ve cycling trends and encourage 
more people to start cycling. 
The Government wants to im-
prove the conditions for incre-
ased physical activity among 
children and young people 
through more cycling. Cycling 
can have a positive impact on 
access to work, studies and lei-
sure activities. The Governme-
nt considers that newly arrived 
immigrants and other groups of 
foreign-born people may need 
to learn how to ride a bicycle 
and gain greater knowledge 
about traffic rules and appropri-
ate behaviours in various traffic 
situations. One way of influen-
cing choice of transport mode is 
by providing information on the 
advantages of cycling. Sweden 
has the potential to further de-
velop both tourist and recreatio-
nal cycling.

Promoting more func-
tional and user-friendly 
cycling infrastructure  

The Government sees the need 
to develop the network of cycle 
paths. This means both impro-
ving existing infrastructure and 
creating new bicycle connec-
tions. To ensure cycling is an 
attractive mode of transport, 
it is important that cycle path 
networks are connected local-
ly and regionally, linking target 
points in communities. The  
Government believes that im-
proved operation and mainte-
nance of cycle path networks 
are important to encourage 

more people to cycle and impro-
ve road safety. Cycling infra-
structure must also cope with 
a greater diversity of cyclists. 
The Government wants to en-
courage demonstration pro-
jects promoting more and safer 
cycling and it intends to exami-
ne the possibility of allowing 
municipalities to create special 
cycle streets through an amend-
ment to the Traffic Ordinan-
ce. The Government also wants 
to investigate the possibility of 
granting an exemption, under 
certain circumstances, for all ve-
hicle types from the obligation 
to stop at red lights when the 
vehicle makes a right turn.

Promoting safe cycling

To increase the attractiveness of 
cycling as a mode of transport, 
it must become safer to cycle. 
The design and maintenance of 
infrastructure must be adapted 
to cyclists’ needs. Maintenance 
is critical for safety, as many se-
rious bicycle accidents are cau-
sed by slippery or uneven road 
surfaces. In environments where 
motorists and cyclists share the 
road, it is important to adjust 
basic speed limits as much as 
possible to ensure that collisions 
do not lead to death or serious 
injuries. In September 2016, the 
Government therefore instruc-
ted Transport Analysis, a go-
vernment agency, to investigate 
the conditions (including finan-
cial and legal conditions) for and 
consequences of reduced speed 
limits in built-up areas.

Research and innovation

Research and new knowled-
ge are crucial for future ef-
forts to encourage more and 
safer cycling. The link between 
cycling and public health should 
continue to be a priority area for 


