
Aviation is of great importance to Sweden’s  
economy and competitiveness. It plays an important role 
in helping to meet the needs of people and the business 
sector for long-distance domestic and international travel 
and transport. Aviation is part of the transport system, 
which means that it must develop in collaboration with 
other modes of transport to create an efficient and sus-
tainable transport system. The aviation strategy will help 
make Sweden a socially, environmentally and economically 
more sustainable society.
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The aviation strategy is a vision 
for aviation’s role in the trans-
port system in both the short 
and long term. The transport 
policy objectives and the  
Government’s objective to 
achieve the lowest unemploy-
ment rate in the EU by 2020 
serve as the starting points. The 
Government’s aviation strategy 
has been drawn up in dialogue 
with public authorities, the avi-
ation industry and other stake-
holders affected by the strategy. 
In the strategy, the Governme-
nt highlights a number of focus 
areas and priorities that will help 
guide the Government’s efforts 
in the aviation sector in the co-
ming years.

Accessibility in Sweden and 
internationally
• Aviation plays a major role 

in the transport system for 
long-distance domestic and 
international passenger 
transport.

• The state-owned national 
basic infrastructure of airports 
will be the foundation of an 
efficient and sustainable avia-
tion transport system, and en-
sure essential interregional and 
international accessibility.

• A review of Swedish air-
ports should be carried out 

for the purpose of clarifying 
the State’s responsibility and 
role as support provider to 
non-state-owned airports.

• Sustainable conditions for 
state aid to non-state- 
owned airports will be 
sought, while increased op-
portunities for streamlining 
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and using new technologies 
should be able to reduce the 
need for public support to 
airports in the long term.

Strengthen Arlanda Airport 
as a hub and major airport
• Arlanda Airport plays an 

important role as a growth 
engine for Sweden’s eco-
nomy.

• It may be necessary, in time, 
to expand the capacity of 
Arlanda Airport and associ-
ated infrastructure.

• An Arlanda Airport council 
will be appointed with the aim 
of improving the airport’s de-
velopment possibilities.

The environmental and 
climate impact of aviation will 
be reduced
• Sweden will continue to be 

a leader in the development 
of airspace efficiency in part-
nership with other countries.

• Like other modes of trans-
port, aviation will help reali-
se Sweden’s goal to become 
one of the world’s first fos-
sil-free welfare nations.

• Aviation will help achieve 
the national environmental 
quality objectives.

• Sweden will be a driving 
force in the EU and in the 
UN’s International Civil Av-
iation Organisation (ICAO) 
for effective requirements 
and policy instruments to re-
duce the environmental and 
climate impact of aviation.

 

High level of aviation safety 
with goal-based regulations

• Sweden will continue to be a 
driving force in the EU and 
in the international coopera-
tion on aviation safety.

• Sweden will promote go-
al-based, technology-neutral 
and risk-based regulations, 
standardised application of 
the regulations in EU Mem-
ber States, regulatory simpli-
fication and reduced admi-
nistrative burdens.

• It is important to have re- 
gulations that support tech-
nological development and 
the opportunities that tech-
nology can provide.

Decent conditions  
and healthy competition
• The problems with ‘rule 

shopping’, which can lead to 
poorer working conditions 
and unhealthy competition 
in the aviation sector, must 
be stopped.

• Cooperation among Swedish 
agencies regarding social 
conditions in the transport 
sector should be developed.

• Better knowledge is needed 
about how different forms 
of employment impact avia-
tion safety.

A nation with strong research 
and an innovative aviation 
industry
• Sweden will maintain its po-

sition as a strong aviation 
nation.

• The aviation strategy and 
the ‘Smart industry’ new in-
dustrialisation strategy will 
jointly promote a more com-
petitive, sustainable and inn-
ovative aviation industry.

Increased exports of 
Swedish goods and services
• The export strategy and the 

aviation strategy will provi-
de the conditions to joint-
ly strengthen trade promo-
tion in the Swedish aviation 
sector.

• An initiative is being im-
plemented for increased 
Swedish international enga-
gement in standardisation 
efforts.

• The Government intends to 
continue the dialogue with 
the industry to strengthen 
Swedish export promotion 
in the aviation industry and 
related associated activities.
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